Olympe de Gouges, Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and the Female Citizen (Published 1791)

 Source: http://csivc.csi.cuny.edu/americanstudies/files/lavender/decwom2.html 

Mothers, daughters, sisters [and] representatives of the nation demand to be constituted into a national assembly. Believing that ignorance, omission, or scorn for the rights of woman are the only causes of public misfortunes and of the corruption of governments, [the women] have resolved to set forth a solemn declaration the natural, inalienable, and sacred rights of woman in order that this declaration, constantly exposed before all members of the society, will ceaselessly remind them of their rights and duties…	Comment by Darl Swartz: Echoes the language of the Declaration of Independence as it was used to describe the natural rights of man (life, liberty, pursuit of happiness), a concept explored by Rousseau in Social Contract, and demands that such rights are to be held by women as well. 

**Almost as though de Gouges is using these words to remind the French of how their Revolution was inspired by the American Revolution…asks why can’t the French take it a step further than the Americans and include women?	Comment by Darl Swartz: Parodies Rousseau’s accusation in Emile that women are incapable of fulfilling the duties of a citizen due to their personal dependency on men (as husbands, fathers, etc.). She wants people to become acquainted with the revolutionary idea that women possess rights and duties outside of the domestic sphere. Most importantly, she wants to establish women as self-sufficient individuals instead of the primary appendages of patriarchal families.
Consequently, the sex that is as superior in beauty as it is in courage during the sufferings of maternity recognizes and declares in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following Rights of Woman and of Female Citizens. 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Go Olympe! “Maternal sufferings” is a very strong phrase, and I’d imagine it was pretty taboo during the 18th century. Raising children was never seen as easy, but one would think that women were never allowed to complain about it. Raising productive, male members of society was as unsaid of a female responsibility as carrying them (such a sexist approach to gender roles was supported from so many different angles of society at that time: Bible (religious), laws (government), community expectations (social), financial dependency (economic), limited educational opportunities (intellectual), and a woman’s nonexistent understanding of her own sexuality beyond siring sons and marriages of hypergamy (personal)). 
Article I	Woman is born free and lives equal to man in her rights. Social distinctions can be based only on the common utility. 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Voices the Enlightenment frustration with artificial social distinctions (monarchy, nobility, etc.). Also argues another very important point—if a woman is as rational as a man, why is her importance to society so limited? Why can a woman’s only contribution to human progress be her children?
Article III	The principle of all sovereignty rests essentially with the nation, which is nothing but the union of woman and man; no body and no individual can exercise any authority which does not come expressly from it (the nation). 
Article IV	Liberty and justice consist of restoring all that belongs to others; thus, the only limits on the exercise of the natural rights of woman are perpetual male tyranny; these limits are to be reformed by the laws of nature and reason. 	Comment by Darl Swartz: The French may have removed monarchial tyranny, but societal tyranny is still alive and well! Like an enlightened despot’s reforms to his or her state, de Gouges is calling for society to take down male absolutism because it is only rational to do so—after all, how can the French Revolution bring liberty to France when it disregards half of the country? 
Article VI	The law must be the expression of the general will; all female and male citizens must contribute either personally or through their representatives to its formation; it must be the same for all…	Comment by Darl Swartz: I love how passionately de Gouges refutes Rousseau! General will is his idea for an ideal society, but she brilliantly points out its major flaw—how can one assert laws, which regulate society, are based on general will when 50% of society is gagged, thus offering no input? 
Article X	No one is to be disquieted for his very basic opinions; woman has the right to mount the scaffold; she must equally have the right to mount the rostrum...	Comment by Darl Swartz: BURN! When referring to scaffold, I’m assuming that de Gouges is talking about execution via guillotine. If so, she’s saying women need to be able to voice their opinions freely if they can be equally punished for them as men. Freedom of speech doesn’t belong to men in exclusivity!
Article XI	The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the most precious rights of woman, since that liberty assures recognition of children by their fathers. Any female citizen thus may say freely, I am the mother of a child which belongs to you, without being forced by a barbarous prejudice to hide the truth... 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Continuing her knack for pioneering progressivism in the face of sticky social issues, de Gouges stands up for illegitimate children. After all, if women are prevented from holding men responsible for their dalliances, illegitimate children are denied their rights of inheritance, and women are more likely to end up mired in the atrocious prostitution cycle. Under the Napoleonic Code, women were set back many years when they could no longer openly identify the father of their child.  
Article XII	The guarantee of the rights of woman and the female citizen implies a major benefit; this guarantee must be instituted for the advantage of all, and not for the particular benefit of those to whom it is entrusted. 	Comment by Darl Swartz: This takes a shot at the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen because it was only advantageous to men, thus solidifying this document’s identity as a parody of the official Declaration.
Article XIII	For the support of the public force and the expenses of administration, the contributions of woman and man are equal; she shares all the duties and all the painful tasks; therefore, we must have the same share in the distribution of positions, employment, offices, honors, and jobs. 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Without financial or personal independence, are women really any better off than infants?
Article XVI	No society has a constitution without the guarantee of rights and the separation of powers; the constitution is null if the majority of individuals comprising the nation have not cooperated in drafting it. 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Translation: put women in politics! Women can do so much more than list a couple of points to round off a cahier de doléance. 
Article XVII	Property belongs to both sexes whether united or separate; for each it is an inviolable and sacred right… 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Going back to Machiavelli’s stance on the value of property, which really hasn’t changed too much between the Renaissance and the 18th century, you really were a nobody (aka a serf) without a plot of land to call your own. The land held your identity, your livelihood, your pride, and your future. Thus, it would only be fair for women to hold land as well.
Woman, wake up; the alarm bell of reason is being heard throughout the whole universe; discover your rights. The powerful empire of nature is no longer surrounded by prejudice, fanaticism, superstition, and lies. The flame of truth has dispersed all the clouds of folly and usurpation. Enslaved man has multiplied his strength and needs recourse to yours to break his chains. Having become free, he has become unjust to his companion. Oh, women, women! When will you cease to be blind? What advantage have you received from the Revolution? ….	Comment by Darl Swartz: Echoes the active language of Jean-Paul Marat in incensing the people of Paris through L’Ami du Peuple.
Marriage is the tomb of trust and love. The married woman can with impunity give bastards to her husband, and also give them the wealth which does not belong to them. The woman who is unmarried has only one feeble right; ancient and inhuman laws refuse to her for her children the right to the name and the wealth of their father… 	Comment by Darl Swartz: Addresses the powerlessness of women with illegitimate children once more.
Form for a Social Contract Between Man and Woman
We, _____ and ______, moved by our own will, unite ourselves for the duration of our lives, and for the duration of our mutual inclinations, under the following conditions: We intend and wish to make our wealth communal, meanwhile reserving to ourselves the right to divide it in favor of our children and of those toward whom we might have a particular inclination… 
That is approximately the formula for the marriage act I propose for execution. Upon reading this strange document, I see rising up against me the hypocrites, the prudes, the clergy, and the whole infernal sequence. But how [my proposal] offers to the wise the moral means of achieving the perfection of a happy government! …	Comment by Darl Swartz: Did she know she was going to be executed at this point? I know that she intends the meaning of the word “execution” to be like “implementation” or “attainment,” but is she daring those in power (who oppose her ideas) to do their worst to her?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moreover, I would like a law which would assist widows and young girls deceived by the false promises of a man to whom they were attached; I would like, I say, this law to force an inconstant man to hold to his obligations or at least [to pay] an indemnity equal to his wealth. Again, I would like this law to be rigorous against women…
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